
Parks and Harbor Meeting Recap  

August 11, 2021 

1. September 4th Event:  This event will be an all day event with various different activities taking 

place.   Day will begin with the Fishing Rodeo at 8am.  From there we will have a petting zoo, 

bounce houses, magic shows.   The Grosse Pointe Farms Boat Club will help coordinate other 

activities that include Pie Eating, Sidewalk Decorating, Cornhole, Closest to the Pin Challenge. As 

well as hosting a Beer/Wine Tent.   The event will end with a band playing and fireworks.  The 

event is free and for Grosse Pointe Farms Residents.   

2. Security Cameras:  At a recent Council Meeting we got approval to install security camera here 

at Pier Park.   We already have some that will get upgraded but we are also adding cameras to 

the front gate area, pool area and kayak area.   We haven’t gotten the installation date yet but I 

met with the company last week to go over camera locations.  

3. Park Projects:  The 900 dock project was completed in the beginning of May.  The company 

completing the project did a great job to meet the deadline of completion.    Gazebo project is 

coming along and should be wrapped up by the end of this month.   

4. Staffing:   At the beginning of the summer Kat Trost took a position in California.  Thankfully, 

Michele stepped up and took over the operation of the pool this summer.   I appreciate 

Michele’s hard work doing double duty with the pool and the Harbor.  

 

Staffing at the park continues to be challenge and it figures to pose an even greater challenge in 

the coming weeks.   Our seasonal maintenance staff will all be going back to College at the end 

of this week.  Also, many of our lifeguards are either returning to college or are involved in fall 

activities at their HS.   Our goal is to keep the pool areas open as best as we can but its likely 

certain areas may have to be closed at times due to a lack of staff.    All our staff have worked 

extremely hard this summer to catch up on project and continue to keep the park looking good.   

We are looking for 1 more staff to help cover the office shifts during the evening/weekends in 

the fall/winter.  

Directors Report:   A few items that I didn’t touch upon is the Concession Stand.  Holly Rutherford who is 

overseeing the concession stand has done a great job and people are enjoying the variety of food 

options.   With the opening of the concession stand unfortunately the food trucks haven’t done as good 

as we would have hoped.  We had hoped they would be able to co-exist and be enough business but 

unfortunately that just hasn’t been the case.   

Beach:  In the months of May and June we were having issues with the shoreline at the beach.  Washing 

ashore was a thick muck like substance along with a poop like debris.   We reached out to EGLE to get 

some more information.  They informed us that it was a Blue/Green Algae that they’ve been seeing in 

Lake St. Clair from this area up to Harrison Township.  Many waterfronts were reporting this.   Luckily, 

since that time we haven’t experienced the same issues.   Unfortunately, due to all the rain we’ve gotten 

the swimming area has been closed on numerous days due to high levels of e-coli and as a precaution 

due to the heavy rains.   

Harbor Update:  The harbor is at 100% capacity with all wells accounted for by residents.  We continue 

to add residents to the wait list for the harbor but very little movement has occurred since COVID.   We 

are getting ready to fill the Stand Up Paddleboard Racks that were recently installed.   We anticipate 



starting that process in the next week or so now that the pool is getting closer to closing.   This year we 

used a new company for the weed control in the harbor and we have seen a great improvement on the 

number of weeds.  We have also been working with the pump out in the marina as its been down a few 

times recently.  IT might be time to replace it, our maintenance staff says they believe its about 25 years 

old.   


